
Print Accessibility Options and Resources for Library and Course Materials 
Woodru: Library and O:ice of Accessibility Services 
Fall 2024 
 
All e-books made accessible by the Emory Libraries should be available via Library Search. 
Please reach out to Chris Palazzolo (cpalazz@emory.edu) if there are questions about 
access. 
 
NB: Most, but not all, ebooks held by the Emory Libraries accessible will have both PDF 
and HTML options for reading and meet accessibility requirements for screen-reading 
(e.g., EBSCO, JSTOR), The HTML options are better for screen readers, although most new 
PDFs are now JAWS accessible, and are tagged for readers. EPubs are also good 
possibilities. Ideally, a non-DRM (Digital Rights Management) copy is preferable, as there 
are now restrictions on page downloads, no special software required, etc.  
 
Other options for acquiring accessible copies: 
EMMA. Any user can check if an e-version is available, but only a manager can download 
the content. Currently, the vast majority of texts are sourced by the Internet Archive (IA). 
Any copies downloaded must only be shared with the user. Note that for textbooks, only 
some editions might be available. 
 
Bookshare can be searched by any user, but an administrator must “download” the title for 
the user and add (“assign”) to their bookshelf and/or send the downloaded copy to the 
student via a shared folder.  Note that .doc files are the best files for use with Bookshare 
(often no PDF option). 
 
Bibliovault is a good source for university press titles. All requests for an accessible copy 
must be completed by an OAS or library administrator. Best to first check the library catalog 
first. 
 
The library may also purchase a reasonably priced e-copy (if available), you may submit a 
request for possible purchase of an e-copy: https://libraries.emory.edu/services/request-
purchase. This option may be worthwhile to make the title more accessible to all users. 
Note that textbooks in e-format are often not available as an e-version for library purchase. 
Most e-book orders take 3-4 business days to be fulfilled.  
 
--Chris Palazzolo, Director of Collections and Open Strategies, WoodruX Library 
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